Operational Programme “Regional Development” 2007-2013 

5. OBJECTIVES AND STRATEGY

5.1. General and specific objectives

The Operational Programme “Regional Development” 2007-2013 will have to reach the following mid-term objectives.

Programme general objective

· Enhancing the quality of living and working environment with better access and new opportunities for increased regional competitiveness and sustainable development

Programme specific objectives

· Developing sustainable and dynamic urban centres connected with their less urbanized hinterlands, thus enhancing their opportunities for prosperity and development

· Mobilising regional and local technical and institutional opportunities and resources for implementing regional development policies

5.2. Development strategy

Basing on the outcomes of socio-economic analysis and SWOT analysis, the OP “Regional Development” intends to draw a strategic focus on limited issues in response to the EU objectives for achieving growth and jobs in the light of the re-launched Lisbon Strategy using the instruments of the Cohesion policy and the Community Strategic Guidelines for Cohesion 2007-2013. The focus is on a selective mix of several strategic items mostly falling within the scope the first main guideline.

Despite the overall level of relative underdevelopment of all Bulgarian regions in comparison to the EU 25, the fundamental problem of economic and social cohesion to be addressed by the entire National Strategic Reference framework (NSRF), there do exist issues with a clear regional dimension. Principal among these are the important shifts in population out of less or non-urban centres and the important disparities now emerging between cities, especially major cities and agglomeration areas, and the less urbanised areas.

This trend leaves entire areas unsustainable and at the same time puts additional pressure on already struggling urban centres. It is been driven by search for opportunity and cannot be reversed through direct public intervention. It is however, as the National Strategy for Regional Development recognises, a fundamental driver behind the development of NUTS 2 regions.

As in other countries, the future and long-term revitalization of less urbanised areas will largely be dependent on a successful outcome to urban regeneration: successful cities, well connected to their less populated hinterlands will over the long run engender spill-overs that will benefit areas currently undergoing significant decline and depopulation.

These processes can however be managed by public policy in the interests of successful regional development: it is illusory to think they can be halted or reversed. Specifically, a successful outcome depends on developing sustainable, dynamic and cohesive urban centres, connected to each other and contributing to revitalization of surrounding less urbanised areas. This will contribute to ensuring a balanced territorial development.

Processes of urban concentration are to be managed with a view to ensure satisfactory territorial outcomes, overall regional competitiveness and cohesion. Urban centres are to be enhanced, rendered more cohesive, offering opportunities to those who inhabit them, those who inhabit near to them and, where possible, to those more distant. They are to be places where people want to live, work, invest and visit. They are to be connected to each other, the bigger of them to the wider European Union and territory, to surrounding areas so that the advantages given to those who inhabit urban centres are also open to those who do not.

Surrounding less urbanised areas are to be assisted through targeted investments to the extent that connectivity cannot guarantee access to opportunity and, subject to the condition that such areas working together, can give proof of the need for complementary investments. In particular, such areas are to be assisted so they can become places where urban populations wish to visit, spend time and money while those who wish to remain can prosper.

Therefore, if cities and highly urbanized territories (urban agglomeration areas) are targeted for enhancing their attractiveness and competitiveness by improving accessibility, ensuring adequate quality and level of services, and preserving their environmental potential, this will recover and enhance their development indicators, thus practically addressing the problem of intra-regional disparities.

Strengthening the “cities-region” relations and improvement of the regional social-economic integration through completion and modernization of the transport infrastructure, the development of intra-regional and rural-urban transportation services, will disperse the positive changes in urban centres across the surrounding areas and hinterlands. Promotion of environmentally sustainable transport, transport facilities (i.e. cycle lanes, pedestrian tracks) and better transportation services will enable cintizens to reach comfortably their working places and will protect environment.

Therefore, the strategy of the programme will be primarily directed to ensure the provision of a modern business-related infrastructure as important factor in the performance of many enterprises, thus affecting the economic and social attractiveness of cities and regions. Attractive conditions for businesses and their highlyskilled staff could be provided by rehabilitating the physical environment, including natural and cultural assets and promotion of energy efficiency. Investments in this area will be clearly linked to the development of innovative and job-creating businesses on the sites concerned.

Provision and availability of modern social infrastructure will provide better services for the population. On the other hand, strengthening of potential synergies between environmental protection and growth is essential.

Provision of environmental services such as water supply and protection against certain environmental risks, should all have high priority in this context. Thus, infrastructure investments in cities will be targeted at the three major pillars of sustainable development – economic, social and environmental.

Infrastructure investment in regions will encourage growth and thus reinforce convergence. Complementary investments in secondary connections will improve connectivity and will unlock the territories to Trans-European network (TEN-T) in the context of an integrated regional transport and communications networks.

Extension of ICT infrastructure will provide access especially in remote and less-urbanised areas.

Development of infrastructure will be also linked to measures to stimulate economic growth (such as tourism development, improvements to increase the attractiveness of industrial sites, etc.).

As a result, all these investments will make regions much more integrated, operational, and accessible to new investments, thus transforming them into attractive places where people like to work, live and invest. This is fully in line with the Community Strategic Guidelines for Cohesion Policy.

Intervention on cities to increase their attractiveness and competitiveness, will encourage the overall competitiveness of the regions, will contribute the reduction of inter-regional disparities and in particular will allow the regions to catch up with more developed EU regions. On the other hand, improving the cities connectivity to their surrounding areas will lead to better opportunities for these areas (opportunities generated by the urban centres for education, work, services, related productions in the hinterlands because of the increasing business attractiveness in the urban centres, etc.). In this sense, although the territorial scope of interventions is comparatively limited, the territorial scope of their impact is been expected therefore wider, especially due to the interventions targeting the connectivity of urban centres with their agglomeration areas and their gradual impact on their periphery.

Accent on competitiveness is appropriate taking into a consideration the general approach of the cohesion policy, which in its sense is not a re-distributional policy in favour of the lagging behind regions, but rather a policy, which directs targeted resources to underdeveloped regions (not only in national but also in European aspect). In this sense, it is important to influence on key factors for competitiveness, thus creating opportunities for these regions to catch up with more developed ones, and in long-term perspective to succeed and start competing effectively.

Defining the large and medium-size cities and urbanized agglomeration areas as targets for intervention under Operational Programme “Regional Development” complies with one of the main priorities of the National Strategy for Regional Development, adopted by the government in 2003. Selection of such interventions is been closely related to the Lisbon Strategy and could be supported by a series of arguments from the Community Strategic Guidelines for Cohesion Policy. These are the orientation of cohesion policy to the objectives of the Lisbon Strategy, the necessity for mobilizing the potential of all regions and stressing on regions with high productivity and employment, the explicit direction for investments in regions with high growth potential; adopting the support for competitiveness and growth as a main principle, which the Commission will follow in the negotiations of the national and regional programmes ; achieving and maintaining high growth rates as a major goal of the regions eligible under “Convergence” objective; explicit mentioning of (large) cities in the first of the three priorities of the cohesion policy for the period 2007-2013; and especially the explicit texts for the contribution of cities for growth and jobs in relation to the territorial dimension of the cohesion policy , in particular the need for achieving “balance between strongest cities and the remaining urban network”.

For two centuries, towns, cities and metropolitan areas have driven economic development in Europe, creating growth, innovation and employment. This pivotal role has been coupled over recent years with an extension in their powers. But cities do not operate in isolation. They are key players in regional development, including the development of neighbouring rural areas. Cities and regions need each other. A region will be successful if its cities are successful and cities will flourish if the wider region flourishes. Urban and regional development is therefore been closely interlinked, which necessitates that cities must be involved as key partners in regional development. EU Cohesion policy and the operational programme in particular should therefore ensure that the cities have the possibility to maximise their opportunities.

Development of major cities will advance their capacity to foster development across the regions integrating the surrounding territories and less urbanised areas and accelerating their economic, social, spatial and environmental development. Major cities are part of the European network of cities with national and international functionalities. These are Plovdiv, Varna and Burgas. In addition, the expansion of this urban network needs also to include the cities of Rousse, Stara Zagora and Pleven, as well as the city of Vidin as a centre of the underdeveloped North-western Region, which needs particular support to underpin further development.

The second dimension includes the development in medium-sized cities as drivers for cohesive regional development, thus affecting favourably the surrounding underdeveloped areas. In the existing European Cities Network, 27 Bulgarian cities are included with specific regional/local functions (NUTS III district centres).

Economic, employment, social and environmental policies are mutually reinforcing. Economic growth is sustainable when it goes hand in hand with efforts to reduce poverty, fight social exclusion and tackle environmental problems. Sustainability is particularly pertinent in cities, which are on the frontline of the battle against social exclusion, environmental degradation, dereliction and urban sprawl. These issues, along with others such as inadequate governance and leadership, are among the main challenges to the economic performance, attractiveness and competitiveness of cities.

An attractive environment is also key for cities. People want to live and work in cities with clean air, green and secure spaces, attractive architecture and high quality services – including cultural and recreational amenities.

To attract geographically mobile and skilled knowledge workers and high value-added activities, environmental quality is a long-term investment.

With Europe being a highly urbanised continent, and cities acting as the engines of social and economic development, it is essential that local government is fully recognised as having an important role to play.

Therefore, cities are identified as major contributors to promoting growth and creating jobs having a high concentration of economic, environmental and social problems to be tackled from a regional perspective. In this sense, Structural Funds regulations include a genuine urban dimension to be consistently reflected in the future Cohesion policy and to allow integrated programming for urban areas.

In December 2005, the Commission published a working paper “Cohesion Policy and cities: the urban contribution to growth and jobs in the regions” which aim is to incorporate the urban dimension in the Community Strategic Guidelines. This document has stipulated some additional guidelines, which are fully also translated in the strategy of OP “Regional Development”.

Successful management of urban transport often requires the city and its surrounding region to coordinate transport planning, construction and land-use. This should form part of an integrated transport strategy for the urban area. Issues considered should include road safety and other public health concerns, including noise reduction and air quality. It is important to improve the affordability, efficiency and effectiveness of public transport, as well as linking the different transport modes.

Where possible, cities should, promote the use of cycling, walking and other alternative and “soft” forms of transport. This includes: demand management, regulated access to or even the pedestrianisation of the city’s sensitive zones; the construction of cycle and pedestrian paths; encouragement of energy efficient vehicles and alternative transport fuels. Transport planning should take account of those without cars or those unable to drive (e.g. older people and those with mobility impairments). The goal is to ensure access to jobs and services (healthcare, shopping) and to facilitate personal autonomy without reliance on the private car.

A competitive city needs to invest in modern, efficient and affordable services with easy online access. Key services include healthcare, social services, training and public administration. One specific issue is the provision of childcare so that carers can participate in work or training. This is of particular importance in promoting gender equality.

It is important to ensure that citizens from deprived areas have access to services. An innovative solution is to create a citywide amenity in such an area. Rehabilitation of derelict brownfield sites and renovation of public spaces where possible. This improves local services and the local area. Co-ordination of land use policies and Structural and Cohesion Fund investments between urban areas, rural areas, the region and the national level to manage urban sprawl. Initiatives to make urban areas and city centres attractive places to live.

Other kind of investments are these aiming to achieve compliance with EU laws on air quality, waste-water treatment, waste management, water supply and environmental noise. Active management of congestion, transport demand and public transport networks, with a view to improving air quality, reducing noise and encouraging physical activity.

Cities should promote a vibrant culture, consisting of both “hard” factors (the availability of facilities such as cultural centres, historic quarters, museums and libraries) and “soft” factors (cultural activities, night life, concerts). This makes the city more attractive to mobile workers and strengthens local pride and identity.

Moreover, culture is in itself a rapidly growing industry. Cultural and community events are valuable tools for building bridges between communities.

Promotion of business requires improvements to the economic infrastructure. This includes transport and accessibility to be integrated with regeneration and renewal of buildings, business parks and incubators, commercial centres. On the other hand, skills and knowledge are an important precondition for urban regeneration. Successful solutions often require specific competences, including cooperation across administrative or professional boundaries. Cities should therefore make use of the knowledge gained and collected under URBACT as well as other European and national networks using inter-regional exchanges of best practices and experience.

Therefore, promotion of sustainable urban communities and cities with be of particular importance to be addressed by the OP “Regional Development” in the programming period 2007-2013. Cities are to be places where people want to live and work, now and in the future, thriving sensitively to their environment, and contributing to a high quality of life. They need to be active, safe and inclusive, well planned, built and run, well connected with each other and with the less-urbanized areas offering equal opportunities and good services for all. Improvement of public works and the quality of urban environment will enable the urban centres to become more attractive for investments, participate actively in the cultural and economic exchange among European cities, and experience revitalisation and urban renaissance.
5.3. Programme Rationale

1) The OPRD (as opposed to SOPs) will seek to mobilise and harness regional and local (institutional) capabilities and resources and focus especially on their areas of activity that are most relevant to balanced economic and social development and that are complementary to sectoral/national interventions.

2) The fundamental direction of policy and of the OPRD will be to ensure the regeneration and development of urban environments, their optimal connectivity to each other and to their surrounding hinterlands. Problems of hinterlands that could not been addressed adequately in this manner and that require public policy intervention should also be addressed by the OPRD and in any case, certain aspects will be addressed through the Common Agricultural Policy.

3) Through a process of product diversification based specifically on specialisation of certain tourism regions, some of the same areas may also share in the significant benefits of new tourism markets.

4) None of this is possible however if the basic conditions for appropriate development processes and activities are not in place. This is a key issue. The analysis clearly demonstrates a profound weakness in the ability of Bulgarian institutions including State and sectoral institutions to propose, initiate and implement sound development strategies and activities.

5) It is evident that the institutional infrastructure to promote regional development is not substantially in place. This applies particularly to the planning and implementation of integrated approaches and operations that would promote a rational territorial dispersion of key infrastructures and services, especially among smaller municipalities. To this end, the OP “Regional Development” will also should address these issues in an effective way.
5.4. Programme identity and intervention logic

…………………The essential point is that the OPRD is not a comprehensive territorial programme. It has its specific scope and focus based on own intervention logic clearly delimited from the scope of the sectoral programmes.

The main marks of its identity are the following:

• The accent falls on the integrated local development approach, specifically stressed in one of the programme priorities

• Specific approach is demonstrated for encouraging the local initiatives and partnership combined with particular support for specific small scale investments in realization of activities identified during planning processes;

• Selective focus is shown on urban centers and urbanized areas as engines for development and key gateways for addressing the problematic intra-regional disparities effectively in combination with access points for smaller municipalities to the resources of the programme in response to their specific local problems and the overcoming of inter-municipal disparities;

• Taking into account the registered intra-regional disparities, all investments regarding the urban centers and their related hinterlands as well as the tourism related investments in particular areas with tourism development potential will receive specific territorial concentration preferably at NUTS IV municipal level;

• Differentiation between the investment role of the central authorities and the municipal authorities presented in the OPRD is not a formal consideration. A common approach used in the European practice is that in case of sectoral programmes, the state is author and implementer of the investment projects, while the regional programmes encourage regional and local stakeholders to undertake proactive role in the development process and to realize investments locally. This approach is an essential step for conveying the role of the state as author and agent for regional and local development through facilitating and creating opportunities for the local and regional development actors.

………………………..In summary, the logic of intervention is the following:

• Enhance the physical, economic and social living and working environments of urban centres

• Connect these centres with each other

• Connect the hinterlands with their centres to ensure appropriate access to opportunities

• Insofar as these hinterlands cannot be adequately assisted by connectivity to opportunities in urban centres, support key investments in these areas consistent with cost-effectiveness, efficiency and equity.

• Through all interventions, and principally with regard to hinterlands and to certain „networked“ activities, promote a rational and cost-effective approach to investment through (a) co-operation between large urban centres and their hinterland municipalities and (b) where appropriate, among small municipalities whose size and inadequate level of resources precludes viable independent action (c) for all municipalities encourage an appropriate integrated approach.

• Ensure adequate support to the regional development process and to project development.
In summary, the arguments in support of the intervention logic could be outlined as follows:

• The main principle for concentration of the Structural Funds interventions requires the achievement of “maximum impact”, but not simply absorption of money;

• Although there is particular focus on the urban centres and their hinterlands, there are also priorities focused especially on the smaller municipalities and their access to the resources of the programme;

• The contribution of cities for cohesive territorial development and addressing the problem with the intra-regional disparities is interpreted in the scope of their important role for targeting the regional misbalances;

• There is explicit reference in the National Strategy for Regional Development, which clearly describes the relation between the settlements network and the bigger cities on one side, and the intra-regional disparities on the other, which implies strengthening of the role of the urban centres in the scope of the regional development policy;

• Therefore, if the intervention is addressing the cities and the urbanised areas for increasing their attractiveness and competitiveness, this practically addresses the problem with intra-regional disparities within the NUTS II planning regions. A consideration that a balanced development could be achieved through direct investments primarily in smaller, peripheral and mostly rural municipalities seems rather impractical and unrealistic;

• Investments in cities for increasing their attractiveness and competitiveness multiply further in the values of the planning regions and contribute for the reduction of disparities and catching up the indicators of the EU regions. On the other hand, improvement of connectivity with related hinterlands provides better access to opportunities for these territories generated by the urban centres (i.e. education, work, services, related manufactures, etc.);

• Accent on regional competitiveness is needed from the point of view of the general approach of the cohesion policy, which in its sense is not only a policy for distributing wealth across the lagging behind regions, but is rather a policy for impacts on key factors for development and competitiveness creating favourable opportunities for these regions to catch up with the developed EU regions and be able to compete effectively in a longer term perspective;

• The focus on cities in the view of regional competitiveness is closely related with the Lisbon agenda and clearly supported in the Community Strategic Guidelines for Cohesion, i.e. necessity for mobilising the potential of all regions putting an accent on these with high potential of productivity and employment and the explicit directive for investing in areas with high growth potential as well as the mentioning of cities as priority areas for interventions of the cohesion policy ;

• Specific areas distributed across the territory have valuable cultural and natural assets and

potential for development of tourism and related activities and interventions in these areas will contribute for diversification of activities and will bring up incomes for the population locally. These actions will reach and add value especially to areas remaining outside the big cities and their related hinterlands, thus achieving a sustainable peripheral approach and impact;

• Stimulating inter-municipal cooperation and project development is a key issue of high priority and a catalyst for regional development processes. Therefore, appropriate methodological approach combined with related investments will be used for activation of development processes and exchange of best practices with European regions.

5.5. Outline of the chosen priority axes

Basing on the above considerations for the intervention logic, the following architecture of the OPRD has been designed, further including descriptions of the key priorities and operations. In summary the structure is as follows:

Priority Axis 1: Urban Regeneration and Development

Operation 1.1. Environmental infrastructures

Operation 1.2. Social Infrastructure

Operation 1.3. Organisation of Economic Activities

Operation 1.4. Improvement of Physical Environment

Priority Axis 2: Local and Regional Connectivity

Operation 2.1. Sustainable Urban Transportation Systems

Operation 2.2. Regional Road Infrastructure

Operation 2.3. Intra-regional Transport Services

Operation 2.4. ICT Networks and Services

Priority Axis 3: Sustainable Tourism Development

Operation 3.1. Enhancement of Tourist Attractions and Related Infrastructure

Operation 3.2. Support for Advancement of Tourism Services

Operation 3.3. Development of Tourist Product and Marketing of Destinations

Priority Axis 4: Encouraging Regional and Local Development

Operation 4.1. Integrated Development Partnerships

Operation 4.2. Integrated Planning and Project Development

Operation 4.3. Small-scale Local Investments

Operation 4.4. Promoting cooperation with EU regions

Priority Axis 5: Technical Assistance

Operation 5.1. Preparation, Evaluation, Monitoring and Control of OPRD

Operation 5.2. Information and Public Awareness

Operation 5.3. Technical Administration
6.1. Priority Axis 1: Urban Regeneration and Development
Specific objective

To promote sustainable, cohesive, accessible urban centres attractive to residents, visitors, investors, mobile workers and that act as motors to more competitive regions.

In order to achieve better and concentrated impact, a specific territorial focus and distinction of interventions covered by sectoral programmes are given for each particular operation and the corresponding investments.

As a result the following policy points are outlined:

· Improvement of the economic basis, environment and service infrastructure of cities, in order to increase their attractiveness for mobile investment.

· Promotion of integrated urban development strategies sensitive to social and functional diversity. Particular attention should be given to fighting social exclusion and the recycling and/or restructuring of underused or derelict urban sites and areas.

· Promotion of a sustainable urban ecosystems.

· Development and application of economic water management instruments, including promotion of water-saving methods and technologies especially in areas of water shortage.

· Support for effective methods of reducing uncontrolled urban expansion; reduction of excessive settlement pressure.

· Strengthening medium-sized cities as focal points for regional development and promotion of their networking.

· Integrating the countryside surrounding large cities in spatial development strategies for urban regions, aiming at more efficient land use planning, paying special attention to the quality of life in the urban surroundings.
6.1.1. Operation 1.1. Environmental Infrastructures

Specific objective

To ensure good quality of life and appropriate environmental conditions consistent with the needs and demands of the population in the urban centres and the agglomeration areas.
List of indicative activities

Investments in the following specific areas concerning environmental infrastructure and services are envisaged:

• Rehabilitation, reconstruction and construction of water supply networks in settlements, main water supply pipelines connecting water supply networks with aquifers, improvement of drillings and water catchments;

• Construction or extension of the capacity of water storage tanks and reservoirs for ensuring provision of required water quantity, as well as steady water pressure to balance the network and guarantee a stable supply;

• Modernisation of pumping stations, water control and water redirection structures

• Construction/extension of purification facilities for increasing drinking water quality;

• Provision of access to alternative water sources;
• Establishment and reinforcement of infrastructures for prevention against floods and landslides, i.e. dikes, barrages and other supportive facilities;

• Purchase of machinery for sustaining good conditions of flood defence lines, machinery to prevent the dikes and river-beds against harmful vegetation;

• Small infrastructure measures combating banks’ erosion, creating small scale retention volumes, weirs, etc.;

• Creation and introduction of hydraulic structures for reducing or eliminating flood phenomena and consequences

• Rehabilitation and construction of drainage facilities and infrastructures;

• Hydrometrological monitoring systems of urban environment, information systems for monitoring and timely warning for high levels of rivers;

• Equipment for noise registration and measurement, elaboration of noise reduction maps and installation of noise reduction facilities;

• Feasibility Studies, Master plans, Technical Projects, promotion of environmental management systems (ISO 1400, EMAS), development of innovative methodologies and tools (such as comparative risk assessment), cost savings programmes, spatial planning etc also eligible;

• Awareness campaigns, community events and grass-root projects, publications, questionnaires, studies, workshops to stimulate citizen support and responsibility for proposed investments;

• Training in sustainable development and utility management regarding water supply, risk prevention programmes and plans, and promotion of renewable energy resources.
6.1.3. Operation 1.3. Organisation of Economic Activities

Specific objective

To favour the integration of infrastructure facilities and locations for enhanced business development and attraction of new investments.
List of indicative activities

• Upgrading and reconstruction of existing or development of new technical business-related infrastructure networks (e.g. water supply and sewerage systems, communication links, electricity systems, public lighting, gas delivery connections);

• Setting up of new Greenfield sites for organisation and location of business activities and transferring of manufactures located in central urban areas not responding to safety and prevention criteria to these locations;

• Revitalisation of existing industrial zone and development of Brownfield sites;

• Refurbishment and regeneration of industrial zones and elimination of environmental contaminations on these sites (where appropriate);

• Construction/reconstruction/rehabilitation of short segments of local roads providing access to the industrial and business locations;

• Signposting to or within business zones and locations
6.1.4. Operation 1.4. Enhancing Physical Environment
Specific objective

To enhance the physical aspect of urban centres and agglomerations as part of a broader social regeneration strategy.
List of indicative activities

• Investment to regenerate, redesign, renovate, clean up, upgrade, develop public places, recreational areas, entertainment zones, green areas and parks, squares, lakes, ponds and influent streams;

• Street footpath and sidewalks renewal and access improvement;

• Rehabilitation of urban street networks

• Investment for improvement of urban architecture elements

• Construction of cycle paths and alleys, pedestrian zones, alleys and subways including accessory interventions (signposting etc);

• Establishment of parking lots and other parking facilities;

• Rehabilitation and establishment of children playgrounds for active sport, recreation and leisure time activities;

• Greening and gardening refurbishments in urban landscapes;

• Restoration and renewal of historical and cultural monuments located in cities;

• Regeneration of urban sites and buildings and their adaptation for cultural, artistic, business and residential activities;

• Social housing activities, repair and improvement of common residential buildings

• Increasing security and preventing criminality, involvement of residents in the supervision of neighborhoods; improved street lighting;

• Awareness and partnership networks, urban regeneration action plans, campaigns, community round tables and focus groups, publications, questionnaires, studies, workshops to stimulate citizen participation and responsibility for proposed investments;

• Specific physical environment maintenance campaigns (Anti-Litter Campaigns, Greening Campaigns, urban forestry campaigns, etc.);

• Development of innovative urban development strategies, spatial plans, municipal plans on ambient air quality (where required), integrated plans for urban agglomeration areas, cooperative projects for improvement physical infrastructure.
Priority Axis 2: Local and Regional Connectivity

Introduction

Development of the transport system is essential for generating sustainability conditions and linkages between cities and for their transformation into regional crossroad centres. Mobility within and between urban centres is of vital significance for life and work and its quality, accessibility, and efficiency is a determinant of economic competitiveness. In particular, the connectivity between urban centres and their hinterlands remains one of the most practical ways in which to offer opportunities to these areas.

In the perspective of sustainable environment, the mobility issue needs to be tackled in an integrated manner.

To this end investments under this priority will be synergetic with those foreseen in the OP “Transport”.

Mobility needs to be promoted through a judicious balance between the use of private and public transport, and between road transport and other more environmentally friendly modes. 

Three are the key factors:

1. well-designed basic infrastructure network

2. proper management of the traffic systems

3. public transportation modalities
Specific objective

To promote accessibility and connectivity within urban agglomerations, between urban agglomerations, their hinterlands and the related poorly urbanised areas.

6.1.5. Operation 2.1. Sustainable Urban Transportation Systems

Specific objective

To promote accessibility and cohesion through efficient and sustainable transport systems in urban centres and agglomeration areas
List of indicative activities

• Establishment of automated systems for traffic management and control

• Accelerated renovation of the transport infrastructure, the socket and catenary cable network, improving stations, repair and maintenance facilities and equipment;

• Innovation of the rolling stock by importing new units - barrier-free buses, trams, trolley fleet;

• Improvement of basic infrastructure access and affordability to the city bus stations - stops platforms for the disabled groups, removing the orientation and information barriers, light and audio announcements of stops, clear visual marking of the lines and readable timetables even for those with imperfect eyesight, information for the blind etc.;

• Introduction and improvement of Traffic Management and Information Systems (e.g. Traffic Operations Centres, Central Computer Systems, Vehicle Detector Stations, Changeable Message Signs, Ramp Metering Stations, communications sub-systems);

• Development of infrastructure and route networks of new destinations to more remote residential areas;

• Provision on protection system for noise reduction and noise screening - construction of tram tracks with anti-vibration and anti-noise elements;

• Improving urban bus transport in respect to environmental aspects – fleet upgrading with buses that are compliant with European legislation on harmful emissions from engines; use of alternative gas fuels for obsolete engines, and replacement of obsolete power units with new ones meeting EURO1 and EURO2 requirements
6.1.6. Operation 2.2. Regional Road Infrastructure

Specific objective

To promote accessibility, interconnectivity and cohesion within regions through upgrading and repair selected roads.

Operation rationale
……………….the measure will support the improvement of:

· Roads ensuring access to the surrounding and underdeveloped areas, which possess tourism development potential;

· Roads, which service the intra-regional connections in the regions and provide opportunities for development of their specific economic potential;

List of indicative activities

• Rehabilitation, reconstruction, renewal of 2-nd class roads, outside Trans-European Transport Network (TEN) and 3-rd class roads

• Construction of 2-nd class roads, outside Trans-European Transport Network (TEN) and 3-rd class roads, as well as the related encircling ring-roads;

• Improvement of the transport connections to specific destinations and facilities outside settlement areas - access to ports, airports, landfills etc.;

• Grant schemes for municipal roads connections within the agglomeration areas.
6.1.7. Operation 2.3. Intra-regional Transport Services

Specific objective

To provide better services for the population within the regions in combination with the improved accessibility
List of indicative activities

• Improvement of basic infrastructure access and affordability of inter-city bus stations - stops platforms for the disabled groups, removing the orientation and information barriers, light and audio announcements of stops, clear visual marking of the lines and readable timetables even for those with imperfect eyesight, information for the blind etc.;

• Innovation of the rolling stock by importing new units barrier-free buses;

• Provision of mobile assets (in exceptional circumstances of disabled persons or persons in extremely remote areas);

• Introduction of environ;mental friendly buses for inter-city travels

• Developing a range of transport services specially address to areas with tourism potential;

• Development of transport information systems;

• Marketing/promotion of transport services;
