Environment and Water Development Projects in Bulgaria

(general overview for 2007 – 2015)

Nearly EUR 5.5 bln will be invested in infrastructure projects by the government’s term of office in 2009. The public debate on the draft National Strategy for Integrated Infrastructure Development in Bulgaria has been hosted up to 2015. The document is the first of its kind for Bulgaria and its development was a prerequisite for taking the most appropriate governance decisions. 

The modernisation of the infrastructure is a priority for the Bulgarian government and is of particular significance for boosting the economy’s competitiveness, for improving the investment climate and the overall economic and social development in Bulgaria and the country’s successful accession to the EU. 

Planned infrastructure projects for 2007-2015 amount to EUR 7.477 bln. The sum is broken down as follows: EUR 5.300 bln for transport, over EUR 2 bln for environment, and tens of millions for watering systems and veterinary and medical activities. The major financing sources are the European Funds, PPP, national budget and loans from international financial institutions. 

Public-private partnerships will be used for the implementation of most of the projects related to harbour infrastructure, the railway stations in Sofia and Plovdiv, as well as Burgas and Varna ports.

A guiding normative document in the field of water management is the Water Act, enacted in January 2000. This comparatively new act transfers the requirements and principles of the Water Framework Directive 2000/60/EC. The water management in the country is carried out and guided by the Ministry of Environment and Water, since this is the responsible institution at national level for the implementation of the Water Framework Directive in the Republic of Bulgaria.

According to some estimations 5.712 bln BGN will be necessary for the execution of infrastructural projects for environment and water, which is a part of the National strategy for integrated development of the Bulgarian infrastructure for 2006-2015.

The pointed sum is necessary for the infrastructure projects  concerning water quality and waste water management. Apart from this, another 1.499 bln. will be necessary for water supply projects proposed by the Ministry of Regional Development and Public Works. In the worked out by the Ministry of Finance indicative financial frame for the Environment sector are laid down investments from all kinds of investment sources which come to 3.831 bln for 2007-2013.

The main priority of the environment infrastructure, is the development of infrastructure for collection and purification of waste water, reconstruction and maintenance of drinking water supply systems and the construction of waste treatment. 2.822 bln EUR will be necessary for the collection and purification of waste water, 822 mln are necessary for waste water purifying stations and sewerage in cities with inhabitants over 10 000 and another 1.250 bln for city purifying systems and sewerage in smaller cities with population of 2000 to 10 000 inhabitants.

749 mln EUR are necessary for drinking water supply projects, 178 mln from which are for dam lakes, which construction has started, 125 mln for the construction of new dam lakes, 21 mln for drinking water purifying stations, 125 mln for water supply infrastructure in tourist resorts and another 300 mln for reconstruction of the water supply systems in the inhabited areas.

For the implementation of the construction, maintenance and reconstruction of water supply systems public-private partnerships will be applied, especially for the improvement of the infrastructure in the tourist resorts and the construction of water supply dam lakes.

Enterprise for Management of Environmental Protection Activities (EMEPA) approved gratuitously funding of projects evaluated to 26 mln EUR. The funds will be allocated to the development of purifying systems in the Black Sea region, a project which is a priority in the policy of the Ministry of Environment and Waters. 4.5 mln EUR are the funds estimated for the purifying stations in Nesebar, Sunny Beach, Ravda, Sozopol, Zarevo, Veliki Preslav, Beloslav, as well as and for the construction of sewerage collectors in Varna (one of which is in the resort St. St Konstatin and Elena), Nesebar , Kiten, the village of Ravadinovo, Beloslav and Biala. The construction of attendant sites – in-and-outgoing sewerage collectors necessary for the exploitation of the purifying stations in Blagoevgrad, Gorna Oriahoviza and Pazardjik (constructed with ISPA grants) will be funded with more than 5 mln EUR.

